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File Livesey

JOSEPH WILLIAM LIVESEY — Ref Internet text, the Poor People’s Friend.

Joseph Livesey, born in Walton-le-Dale, just to the south of Preston, in 1794 and
named after his paternal grandfather Joseph and his maternal grandfather William.
Joseph had one brother named William who died in infancy. He had no sisters.
Following the death of his parents, John and Jennet Livesey in 1810 from consumption,
the family’s cotton business was taken on by his grandfather and his uncle Thomas but
eventually failed. Joseph, who was orphaned at the age of seven, was brought up his
grandparents and his uncle Thomas who, were, by all accounts a poor family. Joseph
followed his grandfather's trade as hand loom weaver. By the age of twenty one
Joseph was winding bobbins and eventually became a hand loom weaver. In May 1815
Joseph Livesey married Miss Jane Williams in Liverpool, they rented a cottage in the
village of Walton-le-Dale. They had 13 children of which 4 died in infancy. Joseph and
Jane were married for 53 years until Jane died in 1868 at the age of 75.

He moved from being a weaver to cheese factor when he purchased two
cheeses from a farmer and sold them in portions from a stall in the market. By the
1820’s he was printing pamphlets, handbills, and major temperance journals. In 1884
he established the Preston Guardian, the forerunner of the present Lancashire Evening
Post.

In 1816 Joseph moved to Preston where he became a celebrated temperance
reformer and advocated abstinence from alcoholic drinks. He visited the poor not only
in Preston but in the surrounding villages, where he observed that much of the squalor
and distress experienced by the poor stemmed from alcohol abuse. In 1832 he set up
Temperance Societies which rapidly extended to the rest of the UK and throughout
America.

Joseph Livesey died at the age of ninety in 1884 leaving an estate valued at
&21,500.

This is a contemporary account of Joseph's funeral:-

About 10,000 people lined the streets to pay their last respects. Flags were
flown at half mast from public buildings. Blinds were drawn at almost every house from
13 Bank Parade in Avenham to the Cemetery. Seventeen carriages, including that of
the Mayor, followed the hearse. 400 men walked behind.

Magistrates, ministers of all creed, politicians of all opinions, the rich and poor
from all parts of the country, gathered in reverent sorrow around his grave, feeling that a
ruler, a prince, and a great man had fallen.

WILLIAM & JOHN LIVESEY — Ref “From youth to old age”

2 of Joseph’s sons — William and John joined their father in the family business
running the Preston Guardian.
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